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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-373
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Brown
Date of Introduction: June 11, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCD
Date of Analysis: June 13, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 250 – Miscellaneous Business Regulations – to establish a penalty for property owners who allow persons to sell food, services or merchandise or to engage in any other business activity if those persons do not first obtain the appropriate transient vendor or other applicable permit.  The property owner must maintain a copy of the transient merchant’s permit and be able to produce it for inspection by the Sheriff’s Office, Code Compliance, or other appropriate regulatory agency.  The bill establishes violation of the provision as a Class E offense.
Background Information: Council Member Brown is concerned about the proliferation of non-permitted transient business operations (car washes, seafood and produce vendors, mobile food carts, etc.) that operate on private properties with the apparent permission of the owner of the property.  This bill is intended to make the owners of private properties on which these businesses pop up responsible for ensuring that the businesses have the proper permits for their operations.
Policy Impact Area: Neighborhood improvement; code compliance enforcement
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined – may increase business license revenue if businesses currently operating illegally without permits are encouraged to become properly licensed.
Analyst: Clements
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